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TRANSPORTER 


Highways get beauty treatment 


New Jersey's highways are getting 
“the works” in beauty treatments this 
summer. 

It's all part of the Department's Road- 
way Aesthetics Program—a_ statewide 
sprucing-up that includes manicures, 
trims, tons of blemish-removals, some 
face-lifts and a rejuvenation regimen. 

“The bulk of the work is being done by 
state forces, but some is being con- 
tracted out and some is being done by 
part-time help,” said Jack Dunn, Chief, 
Bureau of Maintenance. 

Improving the appearance of the 
state’s highways—making them more at- 
tractive to tourists as well as resident 
drivers—is part of Governor Thomas H. 
Kean’s economic enhancement program 
for New Jersey. 

The Department has budgeted $1.5 
million for Fiscal Year 1986 for the land- 
scape aesthetics program, and has pro- 
jected equal sums through Fiscal Year 
1988 to carry out a $5 million restoration 
which began last year. 

There is a great deal of catch-up work 


of DOT’s Roadway Aesthetics Program. 


to be done. After years of funding short- 
ages the roads were getting to look more 
than a little ragged around the edges. 

The dollars available for grass mow- 
ing, weed control, shrub and tree main- 
tenance and litter pick-up were limited to 
safety purposes rather than appearance. 

“In 1981, because of fiscal restraints, 
we had to discontinue many of the aes- 
thetic maintenance items,” Dunn ex- 
plained. “Essentially all we did was mow 
for sight visibility, for safety, and little 
else. Our turf maintenance has pretty 
much been let go since that time.” 

It didn’t take long for the state high- 
ways to take on a seedy look and for the 
public to notice. 

New Jersey residents returning from 
other states complained about the run- 
down appearance of highways here 
compared with landscaped stretches in 
other states. 

“It looked like your lawn and yard 
when you go away in the summer and 
there’s no one there to take care of it for 
you,” Dunn smiled, recalling his own re- 
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Crew 314, Region Ill, picks up highway litter near the State House in Trenton as part 


Governor opens astretch of I-78 


Governor Thomas H. Kean presided over ceremonies which marked the opening of 
a 1.3-mile section of I-78 westbound from the Diamond Hill Road Interchange to 
Plainfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights. The eastbound side is scheduled to open in 
September. With the Governor were Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco, Commissioner 
Roger A. Bodman, Assemblywoman Maureen B. Ogden, Mayor Janet Prince and 


Assemblyman Robert Franks. 


Obituary 


Lawrence C. Petersen 


Lawrence C. Petersen, 91, who be- 
came a leader in bridge engineering dur- 
ing his 44 years with the Department, 
died on January 7, according to infor- 
mation recently received by Assistant 
Commissioner Jack Freidenrich from his 
family. 

At the special request of former Com- 
missioner Dwight R.G. Palmer, Petersen 
worked until the age of 72, retiring in 
1966 as Chief Bridge Engineer after a 
steady series of promotions from junior 
engineer. 

According to Freidenrich, who worked 
directly with Petersen, he represented 
the “epitome of a professional” in integri- 


ty and dedication. 

His participation in a World Con- 
ference on Prestressed Concrete in Ber- 
lin, Germany in 1961, is credited with 
giving impetus to the increased use of 
such material. 

An article he wrote for Civil Engineer- 
ing on the construction of the Man- 
ahawkin Bay Bridge on which low-level 
flourescent lighting was used, attracted 
wide attention and inquiry. 

In recognition of his many achieve- 
ments, Petersen received a bronze 
plaque, the state’s highest award, during 
the administration of Governor Robert 
Meyner.Petersen’s wife, Ethel, died in 
March. The couple had been married for 
67 years. 


Highway beauty is making a comeback in New Jersey, helped by DOT maintenance 


workers such as this Region II crew. 


turn from an out-of-state trip. 

Enactment of the Transportation Trust 
Fund legislation last year freed up funds 
for stepped-up maintenance activities 
and set the stage for this year’s Roadway 
Aesthetics Program. 

During the lean years of highway main- 
tenance, the loudest and longest com- 
plaints from the public were about litter. 
For that reason litter clean-up is getting 
extra attention in the current beauti- 
fication effort. 


Temporary workers hired 


Teams of temporary workers have 
been assigned to litter patrol in the four 
regions, with Region Il, covering popu- 
lous Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Passaic 
and Union Counties, producing the 
greatest weekly tonnage. 

“These litter pick-up teams have done 
a tremendous job,” said a proud Dot An- 
dres, Regional Maintenance Engineer, 
Region Il. 

She told how four crews pick up about 
40 bags of litter a day which amounts to 
some five to seven tons a week. The 
bags are placed in dumpsters and 
hauled away by contracted services. 

“Walking along the road they pick up 
bottles, cans, paper, car parts, anything, 
you name it,” Andres said. “They've also 
done sweeping and mowing.” 
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Getting rid of the collected trash and 
debris is the hardest problem, Andres 
said. One of their biggest challenges was 
the disposal of a gutted house trailer 
which someone had abandoned on the 
shoulder of busy Route 1&9. 

The clean-up effort has not gone un- 
noticed by the public. 

Andres said her unit has received sev- 
eral letters commenting on the improved 
appearance of the roads. Some munici- 
palities have even offered to help. 

Dunn emphasized that the Roadway 
Aesthetics Program is not just a “quick 
fix.” 

The program consists of a number of 
specific activities aimed at giving New 
Jersey an attractive new image. It in- 
cludes additional statewide grass mow- 
ings, greater acreage per mowing, selec- 
tive shrub and tree maintenance, a new 
turf rehabilitation program, close ‘“mani- 
curing” around roadside obstacles, ad- 
ditional herbicide applications, replace- 
ment of guide rail and the additional litter 
removal. 

“It's beginning to be noticeable now,” 
Dunn said. “For instance, Pennington 
Circle looks good. Route 29 along the 
Delaware looks good. Each region is put- 
ting on a big effort, and it’s starting to 
show. Still, it's going to take a couple of 
years just to get back where we were.” 


Affirmative action training begins 


A day-long course covering the State's 
Affirmative Action and Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity program is being 
given to all state employees. By Septem- 
ber more than 500 DOT Headquarters 
employees will have participated in the 
sessions, with the remaining 4,000 em- 
ployees to be trained during the next 18 
months. 

“New Jersey is the first state in the 
nation to launch this kind of a program 
for its employees,” said Governor 
Thomas H. Kean, in announcing the 
project. “We must all work to create an 
atmosphere in which all state employees 
can develop fully and make their own 
maximum contribution to our state and 
its people.” 

Designed to increase employee 
awareness of the provisions of the Equal 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action pro- 
grams and to increase sensitivity to 
potentially discriminatory situations, the 
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N 4 
Sharon Bolen and Ray Louf (standing) give personal attention to attendees in the 
Aftirmative Action class. Seated at the table are: Jacque Campitelli and Thomas R. 
Davidson, Office of Civil Rights; Stan Hochman, Bureau of Plant Engineering and Liz 
DeCello, Assistant Commissioner Crawford's Office. 


course uses text, video, and group dis- 
cussion to achieve its goals. 

The sessions cover such topics as: 

e Perceptions of Affirmative Action 

e Sexual Harassment 

e Affirmative Action Planning Process 

e Equal Opportunity and the Work En- 
vironment 
Benefits to Employees 

e A More Cooperative and Productive 

Work Atmosphere 

S. Bobby Bryant, Director of DOT’s Of- 
fice of Civil Rights, welcomed attendees 
of the first classes and offered them the 
service of his staff should a problem 
arise. “This training is a major step in 
informing employees about Equal Op- 
portunity and Affirmative Action,” Bryant 
said. “This process contributes greatly 
toward creating and maintaining a work 
environment that provides equal non- 
discriminatory practices for all em- 
ployees.” 
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A Summer Spotlight 
on Region Ill 


Region Ill, under Regional Engineer 
Nick Cifelli, is geographically the center 
of New Jersey. It covers the counties of 
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and 
Ocean and extends from the Delaware 
River on the west to the Atlantic Ocean 
on the east. 

It had been the largest of the four re- 
gions until last year, when Burlington 
County was transferred from Region III 
to Region IV. The Clark Yard on the DOT 
portion of the Garden State Parkway is 
the northernmost tip of the region and 
the New Gretna Yard the southernmost. 

Region III will be the next region whose 
facilities will be totally upgraded and 
centralized. First came the maintenance 
yard and fenced-in garage located off 
Route 79, near Route 9 in Freehold. A 
new garage and regional office are in the 
planning stages. These will bring 
together 150 employees in construction, 
maintenance, design, right of way, local 
aid, electrical, materials and health ser- 
vices units. 

Cifelli’s job is to oversee everything 
from major new construction like the 
completion of Interstates 295 and 195, to 
the removal of litter, repair of traffic 
lights on the resurfacing of busy state 
roads and the revamping of old traffic 
circles and intersections in these coun- 
ties. 

Joe Ertle, who is ill at this time, is the 
Regional Construction Engineer. Project 
Engineer Lou Papp, a 27-year DOT vet- 
eran, supervises the construction of 
|-295 and |-195, called the Trenton Com- 
plex. 

“You're in either mud or dust in this 
job,” Papp said. The thermometer was 
past 85 degrees and the current con- 
dition was dust. After walking along |-295 
to look at the impressive newly-con- 
structed wood noise barriers, it felt like 
150 degrees. 

Project engineer Mike Gross was fin- 
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ishing up his monthly staff roundtable 
meeting with resident engineers when 
Transporter arrived in the trailer located 
by the Route 9 widening in Howell. 

Gross and John Walz, now chief of the 
Bureau of Contract Administration, were 
co-authors of the Construction and Engi- 
neering Manpower Management System 
Manual, a final result of six years in Tren- 
ton before they moved on to new field 
assignments. 

“It works if it is used properly,” Gross 
responded to an inquiry about his man- 
ual’s effectiveness. The CCNY graduate 
credits the Certified Public Manager's 
course for the idea of resident engineer 
meetings as an effective management 
tool. He supervises resident engineers 
on eight construction projects in the 
Ocean and Monmouth Counties. 

Frank Palise is the Region’s Project 
Engineer for Materials. Some of the 
people he supervises work in the trailer 


Close Ups 


John Bruccoleri, Ray Sellnow and 
Steve Drucker of Region Ill, Materials, 
are seen together in a mobile field lab- 
oratory of Route 9 in Howell. 

They have diverse backgrounds and 
interests. For example, when Bruccoleri 
applied for a job with the Department 30 
years ago, he had every intention of get- 
ting a nice tan while cutting grass for the 
Department. 

“| figured | would be cutting grass, so 
| could get a nice tan while | was work- 
ing,” he said. Because Bruccoleri gradu- 
ated from Rutgers with some chemistry, 
the interviewer had other ideas. Bruc- 
coleri was quickly assigned to the labora- 
tory at Fernwood at Trenton Head- 
quarters and stayed there for 10 years. 
He is now a senior engineer. 

Principal Engineering Aide Ray Sell- 
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behind Gross’s office where tests are run 
on soils, concrete and asphalt on ap- 
proximately eight construction jobs in 
the area. 

“Another interesting story would be 
about the DOTers who test the materials 
right in the factories to assure they meet 
our specifications right up to the loading 
into the trucks. We have 20 plant inspec- 
tors and 20 field inspectors,” Palise said. 

Field inspectors test materials on the 
construction site before, during and after 
the construction. “This job requires a 
combination of technical ability and 
physical strength,” Palise said. “It’s a 
unique combination.” 

Bob Leahey is the Region III Mainte- 
nance Engineer. His dispatcher, Candie 
Coffey, is the DOT voice the public hears 
when it phones in complaints about road 
problems in the region. These include 
potholes, spills, litter, dead animals, 
flooding/drainage, trees, rough pave- 


now has been with the Department for 23 
years. In addition to doing some acting 
in the past, he has his own martial arts 
school on Long Beach Island and is a 
third-degree Black Belt. 


Steve Drucker has been with the De- 
partment for a little over six months. Not 
only is he an Engineering Aid II, he is a 
First Grade Jet Engine Mechanic and 
was a jet engine instructor in the Air 
Force. 


Pete Diaz has been with the Depart- 
ment for 13 years. An electrical mechan- 
ic in Maintenance, who _ previously 
worked on bridges, Diaz must now main- 
tain approximately 75 traffic lights includ- 
ing some on Route 9. 


Many of the region’s traffic lights are 
computerized. 


ment, grass, slippery conditions and, of 
course, “miscellaneous.” 

“Region Ill handles more permits 
(highway access, drainage, for example) 
than any other region,” Leahey said, “es- 
pecially along Routes 1, 9, 130 and 35, 
all growing corridors.” 

Leahey always manages to turn the 
conversation back to this year’s litter re- 
moval program, a part of the “beauti- 
fication” or “aesthetics” program. 

In all, six area supervisors are the front 
line for Bob for the 475 maintenance 
DOTers in the region. 

“To try to anticipate the needs of the 
public and address problems before 
they become complaints,” is the Re- 
gional Maintenance Engineer’s response 
to the question, “What is the challenge 
of this region?” This means, for example, 
that litter and high grass are reported 
and taken care of by DOTers before the 
public notices. 
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Photo Captions 


1. Mike Gross in his field office near the 
Route 9 widening in Howell 2. Steve 
Drucker 3. John Bruccoleri 4. Ray 
Selinow 5. Candie Coffee 6. Atlantic 
Highlands 7. and 13. Jack Palumbo in 
the drainage distribution chamber off 
Ocean Boulevard, Long Branch 8. John 
Bello conducts a seminar for summer 
interns Reginald Robinson, Paul Sot- 
tilare, Joseph Sweat, David Tyrpuk, Jen- 
nifer Rischak and Jeffrey Guttridge 9. 
Barbara Kirby 10. Carol Louk 11. Susan 
Rubinett 12. Jean Nolan 14 A. Edgar 
Reddick B. Mitch Zajac C. Bill Kafer D. 
Tony Abatto E. Gerry De Feo F. Tanya 
Whetstone G. Joe Pica H. Vince De 
Marco I. Ken Pfleiderer J. Norm Comfort 
K. Sante Falvo L. Bucky Misner M. Dave 
Wallis N. Carl Breccia O. Ken Crosley P. 
Lou Papp Q. Ed D’Arcy R. Fred Thomp- 
son S. John Masiello (Letters cor- 
respond to cartoon outline.) 15. Peter 
Diaz 16. I-195 in Hamilton Township (S. 
Falvo photo) 17. Lou Papp and Sante 
Falvo 18. (Clockwise, from bottom left) 
John Bello, Ed Flynn, Bill Lloyd, Don 
Hendrickson, Gene Shoup, Bob Leahey, 
Andy Kramer, Jack Frosch, and Kevin 
O'Neill (Ray Hallgreen photo). 


Deadline for 
September Transporter 
is August 15. 


Send in your 
““Good News” form! 
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Nadine Innocenzi, Employee Rela- 
tions, married Michael Muccie on June 
29. The new couple make their home in 
Morrisville, Pa. 


+ * * 


Bob Gaffen, Region IV, and his wife, 
Gladys, celebrated their 29th wedding 
anniversary at the Inner Harbor in Balti- 
more. 
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David Sereni, Urban Planning, and 
his wife, Susan, Data Processing, wel- 
comed a son, Christopher Philip, who 
was born on June 5. 


Ete Soh 


Thomas Okeson, Programming and 
Monitoring, and his wife, Debbie, a for- 
mer DOTer in Urban Planning, are the 
proud parents of a 8 lb. 3 oz. girl, Pamela 
Leigh, who was born on June 14. 
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Tony DeSantos, Urban Planning, and 
his wife, Katherine, are the proud 


Sports 


Bowlers seek 
new members 


The Trenton area DOT Mixed Bowling 
League is seeking new members and 
teams. The League bowls on Monday 
nights from September to the end of 
May. Beginners are welcome in this 
handicap circuit which completed its 
25th season this spring. 

For further information, contact 
League President Les Martin, Highway 
Services (2-7224) or Secretary Treasurer 
Brian Margerum, Research (4-2879). 

Other League officers for the 1985-86 
season are: Joe Coult, Maintenance, 
First Vice President; Kevin Desfosse, Re- 
search, Second Vice President. 
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Bergeron takes the bronze 


Gary Bergeron, Office of Engineering Services, won the bronze medal in his age 


parents of a son, Leigh Golding, whom 
they delivered themselves at the Yardley 
Birthing Center. 


Kate Immordino, Construction and 
Maintenance, and her husband Howard, 
Budget Analysis, recently welcomed 
their second child, Jaclyn Audrey. 


~*~ * * 


Stephen Decker, Planning, will be ap- 
pearing this summer in the musical 
South Pacific, at the Open Air Theatre in 
Washington Crossing Park. 


wk ok 


John (Phil) Schumacher, who retired 
from Crew 1130 in Rockaway, has written 
to thank all his co-workers for the “won- 
derful retirement party that you gave 
me.” 


bod 


Bowling champs receive trophy 
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Ray Hallgreen, Region Ill Mainte- 
nance, and winner of several DOT photo 
contest awards, has had two photo- 
graphs used in the June and August is- 
sues of Surfer Magazine, a new publi- 
cation which focuses on surfing on the 
east coast. 


Wate 


Ferguson Reeves, Civil Rights, has 
been elected Vice Chairperson of the 
State Affirmative Action Officers’ Coun- 
cil. The group is composed of all state 
Affirmative Action Officers. 
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Lunger honored 


Truman Lunger, Foreman, Highway 
Maintenance, in the Port Colden Yard, 
Region I, was honored recently for his 35 
years of DOT service. From left are: Wil- 
liam Kilmurray, Joseph Galayda, Lunger, 
and George Keller. 


The Main Reception team defeated the Contro! Section in the finals of the Trenton 
area DOT Mixed Bowling League. Commissioner Roger A. Bodman presented the 
championship trophy to: Al Purnell, Administrative Systems; Lisa Ritzo, Accounting; 
Joe Mason, Washington Yard; Team Captain Mary Bock, Headquarters Receptionist; 
Terry Schwing, Contract Administration; Brian Ayers, Lawrence Yard; and Ed Rob- 


ertson, Fernwood. 


category in the St. Gregory the Great 5 kilometer road race. Pictured with Bergeron, 


left, are: Dick Dunne, Robert Rhoades, Fred Strakhouse, Carla Peak, Mike Kunert 
and Jim DeBruyne. Also running was photographer Vera Rhoades. These DOTers are 


from the Office of Engineering Services and the Fernwood Lab. 


Region | holds 
golf tourney 


Fifty-four golfers, including eight re- 
tirees, participated in the Fifth Annual 
Region | Golf Tournament held at the 
Farmstead Golf & Country Club in An- 
dover. 

Angelo Amendola, Maintenance, was 
the low gross winner while the low net 
scores were posted by Taylor Collins, 
Fernwood; Gordon Shelton, Electrical; 
and George Keller, Regional Engineer. 

Other prizes went to Cliff Schomp, 
Local Aid, closest to pin; Frank Haines, 
Electrical, longest drive; Sam White- 
head, low score by a retiree; Nick Cifelli, 
low Regional Engineer; Don Telesco, 
Construction, most lost balls; and Wayne 
Rumsey, Construction, high score. 


Ge 


Participants in the Region | Tourney included: Pete Stam and Bill Stam, both retired; 


Six DOTers enter 
running challenge 


The six DOTers competing in the 7th 
Annual National Transportation Week 
Running Challenge finished with the best 
combined times ever recorded by 
NJDOT entrants in this event. They 
knocked 20 minutes off the previous 
mark. 


Jerry Kauffman, Research, completed 
the 10 kilometer course in 32:49 to lead 
the DOT runners in the Open Competi- 
tion. Jack Voorhees, Maintenance, was 
the top DOTer in the Masters’ Competi- 
tion, with a time of 40:40. This time 
ranked him fourth in the Open Competi- 
tion. 


Robert Factor, Accounting, was fifth in 
the Open and second in the Masters with 
a 43:24. Dick Dunne, Bridges & Struc- 
tures, and Brian Mulcahy, Soils Lab, had 
the second and third best times in the 
Open and Bob Mellor, Materials, had the 
third best time in the Masters. 


Ted Stone, Construction; Nick Cifelli, Regional Engineer, Region III; Frank Scarpati, 
Construction; Chuck Ruppricht, Construction and Nick Tuz, FHWA. 
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A Summer Spotlight 
on Region III 


Region Ill, under Regional Engineer 
Nick Cifelli, is geographically the center 
of New Jersey. It covers the counties of 
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and 
Ocean and extends from the Delaware 
River on the west to the Atlantic Ocean 
on the east. 

It had been the largest of the four re- 
gions until last year, when Burlington 
County was transferred from Region IIl 
to Region IV. The Clark Yard on the DOT 
portion of the Garden State Parkway is 
the northernmost tip of the region and 
the New Gretna Yard the southernmost. 

Region III will be the next region whose 
facilities will be totally upgraded and 
centralized. First came the maintenance 
yard and fenced-in garage located off 
Route 79, near Route 9 in Freehold. A 
new garage and regional office are in the 
planning stages. These will bring 
together 150 employees in construction, 
maintenance, design, right of way, local 
aid, electrical, materials and health ser- 
vices units. 

Cifelli's job is to oversee everything 
from major new construction like the 
completion of Interstates 295 and 195, to 
the removal of litter, repair of traffic 
lights on the resurfacing of busy state 
roads and the revamping of old traffic 
circles and intersections in these coun- 
ties. 

Joe Ertle, who is ill at this time, is the 
Regional Construction Engineer. Project 
Engineer Lou Papp, a 27-year DOT vet- 
eran, supervises the construction of 
1-295 and |-195, called the Trenton Com- 
plex. 

“You're in either mud or dust in this 
job,” Papp said. The thermometer was 
past 85 degrees and the current con- 
dition was dust. After walking along |-295 
to look at the impressive newly-con- 
structed wood noise barriers, it felt like 
150 degrees. 

Project engineer Mike Gross was fin- 
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ishing up his monthly staff roundtable 
meeting with resident engineers when 
Transporter arrived in the trailer located 
by the Route 9 widening in Howell. 

Gross and John Walz, now chief of the 
Bureau of Contract Administration, were 
co-authors of the Construction and Engi- 
neering Manpower Management System 
Manual, a final result of six years in Tren- 
ton before they moved on to new field 
assignments. 

“It works if it is used properly,” Gross 
responded to an inquiry about his man- 
ual’s effectiveness. The CCNY graduate 
credits the Certified Public Manager’s 
course for the idea of resident engineer 
meetings as an effective management 
tool. He supervises resident engineers 
on eight construction projects in the 
Ocean and Monmouth Counties. 

Frank Palise is the Region’s Project 
Engineer for Materials. Some of the 
people he supervises work in the trailer 


Close Ups 


John Bruccoleri, Ray Sellnow and 
Steve Drucker of Region Ill, Materials, 
are seen together in a mobile field lab- 
oratory of Route 9 in Howell. 

They have diverse backgrounds and 
interests. For example, when Bruccoleri 
applied for a job with the Department 30 
years ago, he had every intention of get- 
ting a nice tan while cutting grass for the 
Department. 

“| figured | would be cutting grass, so 
| could get a nice tan while | was work- 
ing,” he said. Because Bruccoleri gradu- 
ated from Rutgers with some chemistry, 
the interviewer had other ideas. Bruc- 
coleri was quickly assigned to the labora- 
tory at Fernwood at Trenton Head- 
quarters and stayed there for 10 years. 
He is now a senior engineer. 

Principal Engineering Aide Ray Sell- 
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behind Gross's office where tests are run 
on soils, concrete and asphalt on ap- 
proximately eight construction jobs in 
the area. 

“Another interesting story would be 
about the DOTers who test the materials 
right in the factories to assure they meet 
our specifications right up to the loading 
into the trucks. We have 20 plant inspec- 
tors and 20 field inspectors,” Palise said. 

Field inspectors test materials on the 
construction site before, during and after 
the construction. “This job requires a 
combination of technical ability and 
physical strength,” Palise said. “It's a 
unique combination.” 

Bob Leahey is the Region III Mainte- 
nance Engineer. His dispatcher, Candie 
Coffey, is the DOT voice the public hears 
when it phones in complaints about road 
problems in the region. These include 
potholes, spills, litter, dead animals, 
flooding/drainage, trees, rough pave- 


now has been with the Department for 23 
years. In addition to doing some acting 
in the past, he has his own martial arts 
school on Long Beach Island and is a 
third-degree Black Belt. 

Steve Drucker has been with the De- 
partment for a little over six months. Not 
only is he an Engineering Aid ll, he is a 
First Grade Jet Engine Mechanic and 
was a jet engine instructor in the Air 
Force. 


Pete Diaz has been with the Depart- 
ment for 13 years. An electrical mechan- 
ic in Maintenance, who previously 
worked on bridges, Diaz must now main- 
tain approximately 75 traffic lights includ- 
ing some on Route 9. 


Many of the region's traffic lights are 
computerized. 
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ment, grass, slippery conditions and, of 
course, “miscellaneous.” 

“Region Ill handles more permits 
(highway access, drainage, for example) 
than any other region,” Leahey said, ‘‘es- 
pecially along Routes 1, 9, 130 and 35, 
all growing corridors.” 

Leahey always manages to turn the 
conversation back to this year’s litter re- 
moval program, a part of the “beauti- 
fication” or “aesthetics” program. 

In all, six area supervisors are the front 
line for Bob for the 475 maintenance 
DOTers in the region. 

“To try to anticipate the needs of the 
public and address problems before 
they become complaints,” is the Re- 
gional Maintenance Engineer’s response 
to the question, “What is the challenge 
of this region?” This means, for example, 
that litter and high grass are reported 
and taken care of by DOTers before the 
public notices. 
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Photo Captions 


1. Mike Gross in his field office near the 
Route 9 widening in Howell 2. Steve 
Drucker 3. John Bruccoleri 4. Ray 
Selinow 5. Candie Coffee 6. Atlantic 
Highlands 7. and 13. Jack Palumbo in 
the drainage distribution chamber off 
Ocean Boulevard, Long Branch 8. John 
Bello conducts a seminar for summer 
interns Reginald Robinson, Paul Sot- 
tilare, Joseph Sweat, David Tyrpuk, Jen- 
nifer Rischak and Jeffrey Guttridge 9. 
Barbara Kirby 10. Carol Louk 11. Susan 
Rubinett 12. Jean Nolan 14 A. Edgar 
Reddick B. Mitch Zajac C. Bill Kafer D. 
Tony Abatto E. Gerry De Feo F. Tanya 
Whetstone G. Joe Pica H. Vince De 
Marco |. Ken Pfleiderer J. Norm Comfort 
K. Sante Falvo L. Bucky Misner M. Dave 
Wallis N. Carl Breccia O. Ken Crosley P. 
Lou Papp Q. Ed D’Arcy R. Fred Thomp- 
son S. John Masiello (Letters cor- 
respond to cartoon outline.) 15. Peter 
Diaz 16. I-195 in Hamilton Township (S. 
Falvo photo) 17. Lou Papp and Sante 
Falvo 18. (Clockwise, from bottom left) 
John Bello, Ed Flynn, Bill Lloyd, Don 
Hendrickson, Gene Shoup, Bob Leahey, 
Andy Kramer, Jack Frosch, and Kevin 
O'Neill (Ray Hallgreen photo). 


Deadline for 
September Transporter 
is August 15. 


Send in your 
“Good News” form! 


Nadine Innocenzi, Employee Rela- 
tions, married Michael Muccie on June 
29. The new couple make their home in 
Morrisville, Pa. 
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Bob Gaffen, Region IV, and his wife, 
Gladys, celebrated their 29th wedding 
anniversary at the Inner Harbor in Balti- 
more. 
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David Sereni, Urban Planning, and 
his wife, Susan, Data Processing, wel- 
comed a son, Christopher Philip, who 
was born on June 5. 
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Thomas Okeson, Programming and 
Monitoring, and his wife, Debbie, a for- 
mer DOTer in Urban Planning, are the 
proud parents of a 8 Ib. 3 oz. girl, Pamela 
Leigh, who was born on June 14. 
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Tony DeSantos, Urban Planning, and 
his wife, Katherine, are the proud 


Sports 


Bowlers seek 
new members 


The Trenton area DOT Mixed Bowling 
League is seeking new members and 
teams. The League bowls on Monday 
nights from September to the end of 
May. Beginners are welcome in this 
handicap circuit which completed its 
25th season this spring. 

For further information, contact 
League President Les Martin, Highway 
Services (2-7224) or Secretary Treasurer 
Brian Margerum, Research (4-2879). 

Other League officers for the 1985-86 
season are: Joe Coult, Maintenance, 
First Vice President; Kevin Desfosse, Re- 
search, Second Vice President. 
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parents of a son, Leigh Golding, whom 
they delivered themselves at the Yardley 
Birthing Center. 


Kate Immordino, Construction and 
Maintenance, and her husband Howard, 
Budget Analysis, recently welcomed 
their second child, Jaclyn Audrey. 


~* * 


Stephen Decker, Planning, will be ap- 
pearing this summer in the musical 
South Pacific, at the Open Air Theatre in 
Washington Crossing Park. 
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John (Phil) Schumacher, who retired 
from Crew 1130 in Rockaway, has written 
to thank all his co-workers for the “won- 
derful retirement party that you gave 
me.” 


Ray Haligreen, Region Ill Mainte- 
nance, and winner of several DOT photo 
contest awards, has had two photo- 
graphs used in the June and August is- 
sues of Surfer Magazine, a new publi- 
cation which focuses on surfing on the 
east coast. 

Ferguson Reeves, Civil Rights, has 
been elected Vice Chairperson of the 
State Affirmative Action Officers’ Coun- 
cil. The group is composed of all state 
Affirmative Action Officers. 
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Lunger honored 


Truman Lunger, Foreman, Highway 
Maintenance, in the Port Colden Yard, 
Region I, was honored recently for his 35 
years of DOT service. From left are: Wil- 
liam Kilmurray, Joseph Galayda, Lunger, 
and George Keller. 


Bowling champs receive trophy 


The Main Reception team defeated the Control Section in the finals of the Trenton 
area DOT Mixed Bowling League. Commissioner Roger A. Bodman presented the 
championship trophy to: Al Purnell, Administrative Systems; Lisa Ritzo, Accounting; 
Joe Mason, Washington Yard; Team Captain Mary Bock, Headquarters Receptionist; 
Terry Schwing, Contract Administration; Brian Ayers, Lawrence Yard; and Ed Rob- 


ertson, Fernwood. 


Bergeron takes the bronze 


Gary Bergeron, Office of Engineering Services, won the bronze medal in his age 
category in the St. Gregory the Great § kilometer road race. Pictured with Bergeron, 
left, are: Dick Dunne, Robert Rhoades, Fred Strakhouse, Carla Peak, Mike Kunert 
and Jim DeBruyne. Also running was photographer Vera Rhoades. These DOTers are 


from the Office of Engineering Services and the Fernwood Lab. 


Region | holds 
golf tourney 


Fifty-four golfers, including eight re- 
tirees, participated in the Fifth Annual 
Region | Golf Tournament held at the 
Farmstead Golf & Country Club in An- 
dover. 

Angelo Amendola, Maintenance, was 
the low gross winner while the low net 
scores were posted by Taylor Collins, 
Fernwood; Gordon Shelton, Electrical; 
and George Keller, Regional Engineer. 

Other prizes went to Cliff Schomp, 
Local Aid, closest to pin; Frank Haines, 
Electrical, longest drive; Sam White- 
head, low score by a retiree; Nick Cifelli, 
low Regional Engineer; Don Telesco, 
Construction, most lost balls; and Wayne 
Rumsey, Construction, high score. 
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Six DOTers enter 
running challenge 


The six DOTers competing in the 7th 
Annual National Transportation Week 
Running Challenge finished with the best 
combined times ever recorded by 
NJDOT entrants in this event. They 
knocked 20 minutes off the previous 
mark. 


Jerry Kauffman, Research, completed 
the 10 kilometer course in 32:49 to lead 
the DOT runners in the Open Competi- 
tion. Jack Voorhees, Maintenance, was 
the top DOTer in the Masters’ Competi- 
tion, with a time of 40:40. This time 
ranked him fourth in the Open Competi- 
tion. 


Robert Factor, Accounting, was fifth in 
the Open and second in the Masters with 
a 43:24. Dick Dunne, Bridges & Struc- 
tures, and Brian Mulcahy, Soils Lab, had 
the second and third best times in the 
Open and Bob Mellor, Materials, had the 
third best time in the Masters. 
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Participants in the Region | Tourney included: Pete Stam and Bill Stam, both retired; 


Ted Stone, Construction; Nick Cifelli, Regional Engineér, Region Ill; Frank Scarpati, 
Construction; Chuck Ruppricht, Construction and Nick Tuz, FHWA. 
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Can you identify this moment in history? 

For generations, motorists have talked about driving around in circles. There are a few locations on the New Jersey highway 
system where this can actually be accomplished. If you can identify this concrete spiral, please drop a note to the Transporter 
before August 15. There is no prize. However, we will publish the names of those submitting correct answers before the deadline. 

Last month’s photograph of Newark Airport during opening ceremonies in 1928 fooled several employees. Charles 
Lindburgh’s flight was the most popular guess. 

Clarence Williams of Headquarters Building, Maintenance, correctly identified the photograph and added that his uncle 
was somewhere in it. 


Thomas G. Reese, Project Engineer, Region IV, Construction was off by two years. He did, however, identity the plane as 
a Fokker F-Villa, Trimotor. 
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Recent Retirees nator, (Transportation Services), 24 


years; George J. Sayer, Principal High- 
way Inspector, (Construction), 20 years; 
Donald J. Balogh, Bridge Operator 1, Rosella J. Brownell, Principal Engineer- 


(Design), 30 years; Francis C. ing Aide, Materials, (Construction & 
D’Annunzio, Principal Negotiator, (Right Maintenance), 17 years; William W. 
of Way), 25 years; Lawrence -T. Smith, Equipment Operator, (Construc- 
McLaughlin, Principal Area Coordi- tion & Maintenance), 16 years. 


